Bigger homes for Metro 3 PAP: CM

TO PLACATE PROTESTERS Fadnavis announces houses to be in the same area, no evictions fill rehabilitation plan prepared

HT Comespondent
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MUMEAE To appease people pro-
testing against the Motro 3, chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
announced bigger houses for
those displaced by the profect.

Speaking in the legislative
Assembly on Monday, Fadnavis
said those living In less than

it homes will get fats dou-
ble the size after their houses
are taken over for building the
Metro Those with homes bigger
thar 300 sqft will get at lesst 30%
bigger houses.

The new houges will be in
the same area as the tenants’
existing homes. Fadnavis also
assured no tenant will be evict-
ed until the draft plan for their
rehabilitation Is prepared,

Protests by project affected
peaple (PAP) have emergad as
a major hurdle in the path of
the Metro 3.

By this announgoement, the
Bhorativa Janata Party (BJP) has
also sent out the message that it
is lnoking out for the interests of
Mlaharashtrinns, who will be dis-
plaoad in bege numbers in aneas
such as Girgaum, and which has
been taken upasa political lssue
by Shiv Sena and the Maharashtra
M avnirman Senm.

“The benefits of F31 availed
under the development contral
rule for the projoct will be passed
omnto the PAP in the form of big-
gor homes,” said Fadnayis

The tenants will be offered
houses in Maharashira
Housing and Area Development
Authority (Mhada) buildings
in nearby areas as temporary
accommodation. Those who do
nid wish (o shift to these build-
Inggs willl be perid some amount as
mionthly rent by the government,
the chief minister said.

Abaout 15 BJP legislators from
the city had met Fadnavis and
demanded bigger houses for
PAF, in the wake of widespread
protests by residents.

“As many as 70% of the tens-

ments in these buildings o jess
than 300 sqft in the area, while
20% ol them are 500 sqft. Only
about 10% are about 1.000sgft.
We have demanded the state cab-
inet approves the rehabilitation
package before the bhoomipufan
of the project,” sald Raj Purchit,
BJP's MLA from Colaba.

The MPs have also demanded
gardens and grounds in the area

to be protected, Purchit said,

SMOOTHENING
THE METRO'S
PATH
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Kalbadavi and Mahim
are in the project’s path
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MANY DIFFICULTIES
IN PROJECT™S WAY

—1 - C5TM Metro
Hutatra Chowk

— - Churchgate Metro
~— Vidhan Bhavan
- Badhwar Park
- Ciffe Parade

km coavidor has been

33 5phmed fromm Colaba to

Secpr via Bandra, and Is scheduled

ta be operational by 2020

THE BENEFITS OF FSI AVAILED UNDER THE
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL RULES FOR THE
PROJECT WILL BE PASSED ONTO THE PAP, IN THE

FORM OF BIGGER HOMES.

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS, ehlef minister
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MUMBAL: The obstacle-ridden
Metro 3 has come up agninst one
maore hurdle - the heritage status
of some of the areas the project
Is to pass through

The Mumbai Heritage
Conservation Committes (MHOC)
Fies el thiis Minbad Metro Rall
Corporation (MMRC) sign an
unlertnking that its acthvithes will
nol harm the heritage structures
on the plots where entry and exit
points for Metro 3 stations will
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Won't let Aarey be destmyed, says Rag

HT Correspondent

MUMBAL: Reiterating his oppo-
sition to the construction of
& metro car shed in the Anrey
Colomy Maharashirn Navnirman
Sena (MNS) chief Raj Thackeray
on Monday demanded the depot
be moved to Mumbai Port Trost
(MbPT) land.

“A nexcus of politicians, bafld.
ers and businessmen want to
grab land in Asrey Colony In the
melro's name, they are making
inroads in the colony However,
we will not allow thom to destroy
its rich biodiversity Why does not
the MMRC shift the depot (o the
MbPT, which is along the metro
eorridor and can be built easily™
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# Six of the 18 plots the MMRC Siddhivinayak temple are
wants have heritage tags MIWM

® A garden at Hutatma Chowk, | = The junction of Senapati
apay-and-park at the chowk, |  Bapat and E Moses road and
Bhatia Baug on Dr DN thee BMCs office bufiding ot
Road and a behind |  Worki are grade Il B structures.

T bounide. the construction.

MMRC spokesperson Dilip
Kawathkar sald while he was
ot e of the undertaking, the
haeritage status of bulldings will
be given utmost priocity during

The committee has sug-
gested the MMRC shift {hoss
painis wway from heritage strie-
tures, o nearby areas,

Dut of the 18 plots that MMRC

POLITICIANS, BUILDERS

AND BUSINESSMEN
WANT TO GRAB LANDIN
AAREY. WEWONT LET
THEM DESTROY ITSRICH
BIODIVERSITY.

RAJ THACKERAY, MNS chief
== = i ]
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He also said an under
ground depot can be built ot the
Racecourse land, where Shiv
Sena wants a theme garden

Thackeray, along with about
300 party workers, visited the
proposed depot site i1 Asrey and

wants from the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
permanently six have heritage
tags attnched to them

Four ol them are grade | herit-
age structures, where no develop
ment is alloswed.

Two— the junction of Senapati
Bapat and E Moses rosd and the
BMC's office building at Worli
— have grade 11 B heritge tage,
whaene development is permitted

Sonuroes in the MMEC hos said
fts activities will not violste the
structures” heritage tag, as the
construction will be done through

reviewed the greon cover that the
project will destroy

He alloged the new develop-
ment plan (DF) was prepared
keeping bullders and business-
men in mind

“It seems the DP Is aimed at
repaying the expenditure made
during elections.”

He also pulled up the Mumbai
Metro Rail Corporation (MMRC)
for allegedly providing incor
rect information about the con-
sequences of the project to the
public and the Japanese Bank,
which is funding the metro.

Taking a dig at civic chief
Sitooram Kumnie, he sald: “Instend
of checking proliferation of
slums, he expresses fears Anrey
will turn into Dharad. ™

“The pmject must not harm heritage structures’

the tunnelling mothod, which is
carried out underground.

The heritage committos sug-
pested the sntry and exit points be
shifted from Dr DN rosd - it falls
urwder heritage grode | category -
o avresas Lo Somani Mang

“We have an underiaking
signed from the MMRC that no
digging will take place and the
work will be underground. They
v st prromiised to tako utmosd
core of horitsgge strisctum” sald V
Fanganathan, chatrman. MECC

MMMRC MD Ashwini Bhide
conald ot be resched.



